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This book examines the regulation of the earliest securities markets in England and the United

States, from their origins in the 1690s through the 1850s. Professor Banner argues that during the

reign of Queen Anne a complex and moderately effective body of regulatory control was already

extant, reflecting widespread Anglo-American attitudes toward securities speculation. He uses

traditional legal materials as well as a broad range of nonlegal sources to show that securities

regulation has a much longer ancestry than is often supposed.
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This book starts with more literature/cultural references for the earlier English segment, and grows

more black-letter law-based as it moves into the more recent (19th century), more US-based

segment. I found it an informative introduction to the title's topics.
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